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Future Important Dates  

TRACKS
Next Week: Dec. 17 -21 

Mon.   

 

Tue.  

 

Wed.    

 

Thu.   

 

Fri. Minimum day. School closes for Winter 

 Break and re-opens Mon. Jan. 7, 2008.

  

 

 

Dec. 24 -Jan. 4  Winter Break. No school. 

 

Tue. Jan. 8  PTA Board Meeting 

 6:30 pm Room 17. 

 

Mon. Jan. 21  Martin Luther King Day 

 No school. 

 

Wed. Jan. 23  Dining Out Night 

 Islands Restaurant. 5-9 pm 

 

Fri. Jan. 25 Family Movie Night 6:30 pm MPR 

 Beauty and the Beast 

 

Feb. 4-8 Read-a-Thon.  

 

Feb. 5  PTA Board Meeting 

 6:30 pm Room 17. 

 

Feb. 13  Dining Out Night 

 California Pizza Kitchen. 

Focus on the Fraternity  
A series about people 

who make our school great! 

 

This week: Brita Posedel  
Literacy Intervention Teacher  

 
This week we focus on one of the school spe-

cialists who may not be known as well as the 

main line teachers, but who provides a vital 

function in support of our students. As we found 

out, literacy is not Britaôs only discipline. 

Puma Tracks: Brita, thanks for taking the time 

to talk with our readers. As we have found from 

previous interviews, time is a precious commod-

ity for todayôs teacher. How long have you been 

in the education field? 

Brita Posedel: Iôve been teaching for 25 years, 

receiving my credentials from Gonzaga Univer-

sity in Spokane, WA and subsequently receiving 

a Masters in Education from USF, San Fran-

cisco. Fifteen years ago, I obtained a reading 

credential. 

I have taught grades K-6 in Garden Grove, Santee and El Cajon, CA and I have been at 

Rolling Hills for seven years.  

PT: Thatôs quite a background, how do you like Rolling Hills and what are your re-

sponsibilities? 

BP: I love it! My main focus is Reading Recovery where I teach first graders reading 

and writing skills on a one-to-one basis. I administer the Everyone a Reader program 

where parents and other volunteers are invited to come in and listen to kids read. I also 

work with Mrs. Boccio, Computer Resource Aide, to run the ELL/Title I after-school 

program and its associated Family Literacy Night. Teaching math to the first grade part 

of Mrs. Whenôs 1/2 multi-age class provides additional variety! 

PT: Stop. The editor canôt keep up! With all these activities, what do you find most 

fulfilling?  

BP: Fostering a can-do attitude among kids who initially are unsure. 

PT: Most challenging? 

BP: Not enough time! Sometimes I would just love to take kids home with me!  

PT: How can we parents help? 

BP: Talk with your children. Time is short but a few minutes can make a big difference. 

PT: Do you have time for outside interests? 

BP: With three adult children, (two are teachers and the other is a county librarian), I 

love to have the whole family home. We like to barbecue and go to the beach. My hus-

band is an avid golfer, so our vacations are usually at golf resorts! 

PT: Thank you Brita. Itôs so nice to know that our students have access to the special 

skills and resources that you possess to make our school great.  

We met up with Brita in Room 17 

where she conducts many literacy 

programs in support of our students. 

Thank You...  
...to Debbie Cerruto, Tracy Colantuono, 

Phyllis Hirsch and Miriam Sliter who 

helped with the Sight and Hearing 

Screening on December 6. 

The Perfect Family Gift  

PTA Membership  
Only $8.00 each for the school year 

Envelopes in the office. 
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Last Thursday we witnessed a very special event with 

the landing on the school field of a UH-60 Blackhawk 

helicopter from the Department of Homeland Security.  

Air Interdiction Officers Steve Dobbin and Sean Salter 

explained the functions of the air vehicle and how they 

use it to protect the border by preventing illegal entry of 

people and drugs. 

The visit was part of this yearôs Red Ribbon Week and 

was delayed by the wild fires. 

Facts from Steve and Sean  

Manufacturer: Sikorsky, Stratford, CT 

Max. Lift: 22,000 lb (like 7 cars) 

Max. Forward Speed: 180 mph 

Max. Flight Duration: 5 hours 

Ceiling: To a height where you need oxygen! 

Price: $5 million 

Principal Kathleen Marshack introduces 

Pilot Steve Dobbin, (center) and co-pilot 

Sean Salter to a very excited audience of 

teachers, staff and parents. 

Steve encouraged the students to stay in 

school so that they can get a fun job like 

his, to be respectful to their parents and 

teachers and to keep away from drugs. 

There were LOTS of questions... ...and the first was from Steveôs son, a second 

grader in Mrs. Kajitaôs class, ñHow do you like 

the Blackhawk?ò The answer was ñFUN!ò 

Special permission was given to ignore 

the sign and carefully touch the helo. 

But it was a dirty business and a bath-

room break was required before return-

ing to class. 

I have a FLIR (forward looking infra red) 

to let me see in the dark or when visibil-

ityôs bad, a searchlight that would burn 

the grass if I switched it on and some 

pretty awesome looks, donôt you think? 


