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Mon.  Baseball: 5th Grade vs Faculty 

 1:00 pm 

 

Tue.  

 

Wed.  5th Grade Promotion   
 1:00-2:30 pm MPR 

 

 

Thu. Last day of school.  

 12:50 pm dismissal. 

  

Fri.  
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Next Week: June 9 -13 

Future Important Date  

TRACKS

School resumes Tuesday, August 19  

Rolling Hills Music 

Focus on the Fraternity  
A series about people 

who make our school great! 

 

This week:  

Kelly Coate  
Third Grade Teacher, Room 13  
 

For our last interview of this school year, we 

caught up with Kelly Coate after school last 

Friday to find her busy at the computer in Room 

13 after seeing students safely on the bus. Kelly 

is full of energy and very animated and we had 

to write very quickly to keep up with her engag-

ing conversation. Hereôs what we jotted downé 

Puma Tracks: Kelly, thanks for taking the time 

at the end of another busy school week to talk 

with us. How long have you been teaching? 

Kelly Coate: I started in 1990 in the Escondido 

School District student-teaching for a year after 

which I taught second and third grade for six 

years. During that time I was a science mentor to 

other teachers. 

When class size reduction legislation became law and teacher hiring increased, I inter-

viewed and was hired at Rolling Hills to teach second grade. Since then I have taught 2/3 

multi-age classes and third grade students. 

PT: You have abundant energy, even at this time of the week, where does it come from? 

KC: Being with children is energizing, you gain perspective on life. I love to turn them on 

to learning, itôs very rewarding. 

PT: But teaching doesnôt come without challenges. 

KC: California is a melting pot of cultures that brings its own particular challenges. In Es-

condido I found it a challenge to communicate with many of the students whose primary 

language wasnôt English. I have a masters degree in cross culture education which has pro-

vided me with the insight and tools to work in a diverse and rich cultural environment.  

Another challenge is social: busy families with both parents working outside the home that 

limits the amount of time children have to talk with their parents. As a Mom with three 

children, one in high school, another in middle school and a grade school student, and with 

a husband who is an animal keeper at the Wild Animal Park (which the students find very 

interesting), Iôm very empathetic of familiesô time constraints and appreciate the impor-

tance of communication. Todayôs kids have to be self-reliant and if they are not, we have to 

teach self reliance. I make full use of the Friday Folder and e-mail to keep communication 

lines to home open.  

A more recent challenge, has been created by the impending budget cuts. Our class has run 

out of paper and pencils and Iôm having to buy supplies. I would suspect that Iôm not the 

only teacher who is in this situation. 

Having outlined some of the challenges, they are more than offset by the pleasure and satis-

faction that I get from the profession. 

PT: What are your interests outside of school? 

KC: They are our children of course. As a result of their interest in playing soccer, I have 

become an avid fan of the game, to the extent that I watch European and other international 

games during lunch here at school and invite students to join me. I am the manager of my 

older daughterôs soccer team. That keeps me plenty busy, liaising with the coach and par-

(Continued on page 2) 

Kelly had Puma Tracks puffinô after 

learning of her very active life both in 

and outside of the classroom. 
Another ACE  

Our apologies to Daphney S. from Ms. 

Hermanôs first grade class, whose name 

was inadvertently omitted from last weekôs 

list of students who received an ACE 

award from Mrs. Marshack for outstanding 

Academics, Citizenship or Effort.  

SSC needs new members  
The School Site Council meets 4-6 times a 

year to help determine plans for the school 

year. This is a 2 year commitment.  Please 

contact SSC coordinator  Eileen Tebbetts, 

etebbetts@powayusd.com if you are inter-

ested. Thanks! 
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ents, managing the team budget, organizing tournaments and traveling to games as far away as Arizona and Northern California. Another 

favorite activity, when itôs not a school or soccer day, is to hit the beach. 

PT: Kelly, thanks for talking with us and for all you do here at school.  

(Parents, although itôs late in the school year, maybe we should check with our studentôs teacher on their school supply situation). 

Kelly Coate  
(Continued from page 1) 
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The Rolling Hills Olympics  
As a precursor to the Beijing games in August, Rolling Hills held its annual Olympiad on a beautiful Spring day last Friday.  It was complete 

with Olympic Fanfare, parade of na-

tional flags and athletes, a primer on 

the design of the Olympic flag and 

recitation of the Olympic Creed by 

Student Council President Austin R. 

and the final stretches of the torch 

relay and lighting of the Olympic 

flame. All that was needed to signal 

the entire student body to race to the 

field for some fun, was the famous 

command: Let the Games Begin! ut-

tered by Adam R., who was shadow-

ing Principal Kathleen Marshack for 

the day. 

We all know Rolling Hills is unique 

and, true to form, it had its own blend 

of athletic events. In deference to this 

yearôs international hosts, students 

played ping pong panda and did the 

chopstick relay. Other events charac-

teristic of other continents included 

the Aussie Toss, Kentucky Derby, 

Irish Potato Sack Race and Cheetah 

Chase with each class providing the 

requisite materials. 

This all-morning event is always a big 

hit with the kids and requires a lot of 

support from teachers and parents to 

monitor the games and provide re-

freshments. As usual our volunteers 

were out in full force to help for 

which organizer and PE instructor 

Angie Joralemon would like to convey 

her sincere thanks. 

Led by the bearers of flags from around the world, classes with their teachers marched around the 

school quadrangle before assembling on the playground to continue the opening ceremony under    

the watchful eye of organizer and P. E. Instructor Angie Joralemon. 

A full day in Sacramento and Californiaõs Gold Country 
Last Saturday it was first plane out, last plane back for sixteen fourth graders, their teachers and parent chaperones on a very educational and 

fun trip to Sacramento and Californiaôs Gold Country. Led by Lisa Mallory and an excellent guide, the group toured the State Capitol where it 

had the opportunity to visit the Senate gallery and see the entrance 

to the Governorôs Office, Sutterôs Fort, built between 1841-1845 

and the Railroad Museum where it saw many of the original iron 

horses and toured the inside of a luxury passenger car and a mail 

car. The group was then driven northeast to Coloma and the Mar-

shall Historic Park where a replica of Sutterôs Mill is displayed and 

where it was introduced to gold panning by a genuine prospector 

before having the opportunity to pan for the precious metal on the 

side of the American River. Many cries of Eureka! were heard but, 

alas, no significant lode was to be had. The group may have come 

away empty-handed, but had acquired a great deal of knowledge 

about California's early history.  

 

Rolling Hills fourth graders on the steps of 

the State Capitol. 

Panning for gold in the 

American River. 
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