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Future Important Dates  

TRACKS

Next Week: Mar. 10 -14 
Read-a-Thon  

Mon.  

 

Tue.  

 

Wed.  Dining Out Day 

 Cheeburger Cheeburger 

 11:00 am-9:00 pm. 
  

Thu.   

 

Fri. Assembly: Value All People 

 8:30 am MPR. 

 Chorus: Actors Only 

 1:00-2:00 pm MPR. 

 

 

Thu. Mar. 20 Foundation Art Show 

 6:00 pm MPR. 

 

Mar. 31 -Apr. 4  Scholastic Book Fair. 

 

Thu. Apr. 3 PTA Association Meeting 

 6:00 pm MPR. 

 Open House 6:30 pm. 

 

Apr. 7 -11 Spring Break. No school. 

 

Tue. Apr. 22  Dining Out Night 

 Pat & Oscarôs 4-9:00 pm 

Focus on the Fraternity  
A series about people 

who make our school great! 

 

This week:  

Betty Herman  
Second Grade Teacher, Room 14  

 
This week we talk with Betty Herman who, 

with Mrs. Kajita and Mrs. When, make up 

the second grade instructional team. 

Puma Tracks: Betty, thank you for mak-

ing time at the end of your day to tell us 

about yourself and your teaching experi-

ence. How long have you been in this most 

noble profession? 

Betty Herman: I graduated in 1976 from 

Cal Western, (so you do the math!) and 

taught at Midland Elementary until 1985 

when I joined the faculty at Rolling Hills. 

Iôve taught K/1, first, second, third and 2/3 

multi-age classes. Until about eight years 

ago, when state law limited the class size of 

lower grades to 20 students, many of my classes had up to 32 kids. 

I vividly remember my first day teaching. When it came to morning recess, my stu-

dents made a bee line for the bags in their back packs and were soon off to the play-

ground. When it came to lunch time, there were 32 very hungry looking boys and girls 

who had consumed both snacks and lunches at recess! The school cafeteria was 

closed, so I hurried out and bought 32 lunches for my new charges. So Iôm not sure 

who learned the most at school that day! 

PT: An expensive lesson and one that Iôm sure you related to your daughter Stacy who 

teaches first grade here at Rolling Hills. 

BH: Yes. Both my daughters attended Rolling Hills and itôs nice to see one of them 

returning as a teacher. Itôs also nice to see many of their contemporaries again, many 

of whom address me by my maiden name!  

PT: How do you maintain your energy level? Here it is, nearly 4:00 pm and youôre 

working away on your studentsô papers with a big smile on your face. 

BH: I love what I do! I canôt be low, kids are too important. I certainly donôt want to 

dampen their excitement, their energy and their inquisitiveness. 

PT: How about the challenges? 

BH: Itôs not easy when a kid is having a bad day. I feel bad as well as the student. It 

becomes obvious that things arenôt working, so my challenge is to find another way of 

getting through to her or him. I usually start by pulling the student out of the activity, 

setting limits on behavior and taking a different approach.  

PT: What can we parents do at home to support your work at school? 

BH: I fully agree with what other teachers have told you: spend time with your child, 

itôs so important. 

PT: What do you do to relax away from school? 

BH: I enjoy my family and home life. We have lived in the same house in San Diego. 

When our girls were in high school, we supported the band and went to Australia with 

them. They were also active in tennis and we enjoyed helping out. Our family vaca-

tions in Hawaii every other year are especially enjoyable and invigorating. 

PT: Thank you Betty and thanks for all you do for our second graders. 

Betty Herman was still reviewing her 

studentsô work when we caught up with 

her at 4:00 pm one afternoon. 
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COMPUTER CORNER 
 

The computer lab is a weekly activity for every class and now we 

are publishing websites for you to visit at home. 

 

Language Skills: Grades 1-3 

 

http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?
Area=L2_LanguageArts  

 

 

Clip for lunch or dinner on Wed. March 12  
Try our newest Dine Out sponsor, Cheeburger Cheeburger next 

Wednesday between 11:00 am and 9:00 pm. 15% of receipts 

will be donated to the PTA to support school programs. 

Read -a-Thon next week, March 10 -14 
Sponsored by Contract Carpet, Dewhurst and Associates, 

and Dowling & Yahnke Wealth Management  
 Read for Fun. Read for Funds. Thatôs the motto for the second an-

nual Rolling Hills Read-a-Thon. Our goal is to raise funds by getting 

the kids to do something they do normally: READ! Students will be 

asked to keep track of the number of pages they read between March 

10-14. The total number of pages read by our kids (or read to them in 

the case of our younger students) will be translated into dollars thanks 

to the generous sponsorship of our corporate partners. Classrooms 

with 100% participation will be treated to a free kidôs cone. Thank 

you Baskin Robbins. Watch for details in material your student will 

be taking home. For more information, contact the Read-a-Thon chair 

Kerri Wisniewski at 672-0492 or kwisniewski1@san.rr.com. 

Each Friday, for four weeks, our fifth graders are receiving 

ballroom dance instruction from some very talented and dedi-

cated Seniors Helping 

Our K ids. SHOK is a lo-

cal, all-volunteer organi-

zation formed in 1992, 

that places nearly 200 

local retirees each year in 

PUSD schools. The vol-

unteers work as reading 

tutors, teamed with the 

national OASIS reading 

program, classroom and 

library helpers and, as of 

last year and with a sug-

gestion from one of the 

reading tutors, dance in-

structors. PUSD embraced 

the idea and determined 

the dance program could 

be offered as a unit of 5th 

grade PE.  

The team went to twelve 

schools last year and will 

go to fifteen this year 

teaching the basic foxtrot, 

The kids started by learning the basic 

box step before graduating to the 

foxtrot. A few talented dancers man-

aged to do it with hands in pockets! 

It wasnôt long before the kids were 

paired up and dancing up a storm. 

rumba, waltz, swing, and 

meringue. The overall dance 

team has twenty four mem-

bers. Those assigned to Roll-

ing Hills are: Marsha Frank-

lin, (instructor); Jack and 

Esther Bloom; Carol Dosek; 

Barbara Harkins; Fern 

Helms; Eleanor Kish; Nancy 

McNeely; Lola Onstad; 

Marcia Rainey.  

ñThe students pick up the 

steps amazingly fast and are 

doing the dances in no time. 

The volunteers have a won-

derful time and we hope the 

children do too,ò said SHOK 

Director, Jane Radatz.  

When Puma Tracks visited 

the first session, it was clear 

that the initial hesitancy soon 

dissipated and that our stu-

dents had fun learning from 

some true stars who dedicate 

a lot of time helping our 

young people. 

Fifth grade teacher Terri-Jo McNaul and Principal 

Kathleen Marshack, no novices themselves, were 

soon on the floor joining in. 

5th Grade SHOK! Our students are Dancing with the Stars!  

Part of the Rolling Hills SHOK team: left to right, 

Esther Bloom, Marcia Rainey, Jack Bloom,        

Marsha Franklin and Nancy McNeely. 

http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?Area=L2_LanguageArts
http://www.iknowthat.com/com/L3?Area=L2_LanguageArts

