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Future Important Dates  

TRACKS
Next Week: Jan. 14 -18 

Mon.   

 

Tue.  

 

Wed.    

 

Thu.   

 

Fri.   Chorus 1:00-2:00 pm MPR 

 

 

Mon. Jan. 21  Martin Luther King Day 

 No school. 

 

Wed. Jan. 23  Dining Out Night 

 Islands Restaurant 5-9 pm 

 

Fri. Jan. 25 Family Movie Night  

 6:30 pm MPR. 

 Beauty and the Beast 

 

Tue. Feb. 5 PTA Board Meeting 

 6:30 pm Room 17. 

 

Thu. Feb. 7 PTA Association Meeting 

 6:00 pm MPR. 

 Stuffed Animal Pet Show 

 6:30 pm MPR. 

 

Wed. Feb. 13  Dining Out Night 

 California Pizza Kitchen. 

 

Fri. Feb. 29 50ôs Sock Hop Dance. 

Focus on the Fraternity  
A series about people 

who make our school great! 

 

This week:  
Lisa Mallory & Monica Sturhann  
Fourth Grade Teachers  

 
Last October we started this school yearôs      

interview series by featuring teacher 

Becky Golden. Puma Tracks was fortu-

nate to catch the rest of the fourth grade 

teaching team, Lisa Mallory and Monica 

Sturhann at the end of a busy week when 

they generously granted this interview. 

Puma Tracks: Itôs not surprising to find 

you both in the same room after school discussing your day. The fourth grade team seems 

to be well glued together. How long have you been teaching? 

Lisa Mallory: I started as a student teacher at Painted Rock Elementary where I taught 

third grade. I then taught a K/1 class for a year at Los Angeles Unified before joining Roll-

ing Hills where I have taught first, third and fourth grades for a total of 22 years.  

Monica Sturhann: I started Rolling Hillsô ESS program and many others in the district 

after finishing college. I student-taught at Sunset Hills and have been teaching at Rolling 

Hills for 18 years. 

PT: Pioneering ESS must have been quite a challenge. 

MS: Yes, more and more women were working outside of the home and demand emerged 

for active pre- and post-school programs. Ours was one of the first ESS in the district and 

now all schools have one. 

PT: You both have a great deal of experience and are enmeshed in our schoolôs activities. 

LM: Yes, I led the fourth and fifth grade trip to Sacramento last year and will take fourth 

graders on a similar trip this year. It fits well with our history syllabus. 

MS: I co-coordinate the GATE (gifted and talented education) program with Mrs. Young 

where we bring in guest speakers and organize field trips. I also coordinate the MAPs, 

(measurement of academic progress) program for Rolling Hills and am organizing a     

Science Field Day for fourth and fifth graders this year. 

PT: You both have a great deal of main line and extracurricular experience with students. 

What do you find most fulfilling? 

LM: Coming into class in the morning and seeing the kids, reaching them and seeing the 

light bulb click on. 

MS: I enjoy getting to know all of my students and helping them reach their potential. 

PT: Teaching a class of thirty 9-10 year olds must present challenges. 

LM: Yes, trying to make each student feel special and successful while recognizing that 

every child has different needs. 

MS: Having the time to get on a 1:1 footing with each student is a continuing challenge. 

PT: What can we parents do to support your work at school? 

LM & MS: Encourage your children to work to their maximum potential each day. Show 

them how proud you are of them each day. Be supportive of their dreams. Encourage, en-

courage, encourage! 

PT: How do you relax outside of school? 

LM: Watching and supporting our two boysô soccer games. We like to travel whenever 

possible. Fine dining is another favorite together with dancing and music. 

MS: Like Lisa, involvement with our kidôs activities that include dance, soccer and piano. 

PT: Great team mates! Thank you for spending time and for all you do for our students. 

 

  

Monica (left) and Lisa still had big smiles 

on their faces when we caught up with 

them at the end of a full weekôs teaching.  
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COMPUTER CORNER 
 

The computer lab is a weekly activity for every class and 

now we are publishing websites for you to visit at home. 

 

 

 

For vocabulary practice and to earn free rice for the needy, 

(grades 3-5): 

www.freerice.com 

Ignites fun and exercise at our school  
Innovative P. E. program available to all students  
There are few elementary schools in the district that can boast of having a formal 

Physical Education program like ours! Thanks to a state block grant for the pur-

chase of the Sports, Play & Active Recreation for Kids program and funding by 

Rolling Hills Foundation of its instruction, all students have the benefit of a na-

tionally recognized program to develop motor skills and movement knowledge in 

a fun and supportive environment. 

 
SPARK Objectives  

      It is expected that students will:  

¶ Enjoy and seek out physical activity. 

¶ Develop and maintain acceptable levels of physical fitness. 

¶ Develop a variety of basic movement and manipulative skills so they will experience success  

and feel comfortable during present and future physical activity pursuits. 

¶ Develop the ability to get along with others in movement environments (e.g., share space and 

equipment, employ the "golden rule" of competition-be a good sport, and demonstrate coopera-

tive behavior). 

Angie Joralemon, 

Physical Educa-

tion Instruction 

Assistant, has run 

the program since 

it was introduced 

at Rolling Hills in 

January 2006. She 

has received for-

mal training on 

SPARK and 

spends 15 hours a 

week conducting 

half-hour sessions 

with each class. 

Angieôs remu-

neration is paid by 

your support of 

the Rolling Hills 

Foundation. 

SPARK is a formal, step-

by-step program, tailored 

to K-2 and 3-6 grade lev-

els and is comprised of 

detailed instructional 

manuals and a wide vari-

ety of equipment. 

In poor 

weather or 

when recess 

conflicts, in-

struction is 

provided in the 

MPR. The 

new, spongy 

floor really 

helps!  

Angie, seen taking advantage 

of a beautiful fall day to give 

Mrs. Grayôs first grade class 

a work out on the play-

ground.  

Activities are geared to fun 

and keeping kids moving. 

The program complies with 

state phys. ed. requirements. 

Returns to Rolling Hills                                

June 16 - 20! 
This year, we are adding another painless fund-

raiser to provide supplies and equipment for our 

school. Please collect the UPC labels and caps 

from Campbellôs® products that include Franco-

American®, Pepperidge Farm®, Swanson®,    

Market Day®, V8® beverages and Prego® pasta sauces. More details 

may be obtained at http://www.labelsforeducation.com. We will let 

you know when to bring them to school. 

We are also invigorating our ink cartridge collection program to pro-

vide additional support.  

If you would like to help manage either program, please contact Lori 

Garcia in the school office.  

 


